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MARY C. WICKHAM
County Counsel October 29, 2020

TO: CELIA ZAVALA
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparation

FROM: ADRIENNE M. BYERS
Litigation Cost Manager
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Maria Frescas, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Casc No. BC 645685

TELEPHONE
(213)974-1885
FACSIMILE
(213)626-2105
TDD
(213)633-0901
E-MAIL
abycrs~counscl.lacounty.gov

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached is
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement
of the matter entitled Maria Frescas, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.,
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 645685 in the amount of $475,000 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Department of Public Works' budget.

This dangerous condition lawsuit against the Department of Public Works arises
from injuries sustained in a fatal vehicle accident in an unincorporated area of the
County.
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SASE ~'19MI1~~RY

~f~1~FC3f~f1d1~►i'~{3~ ~3~9 P~~~f~SE~ ~~ ..~9VJE~~' Cif ~~~i ~~~'~fl~9

~AS~ ~A~I~

CASF NUMBER

CDLiRT

DATA FlLEU

~O1~NTY DEPA'RTJV1Ef~lT

~P~OP;OS~LJ ~~~L~E~A~E~1T ~fL?~~"

ATTORNEY FDR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COU(USEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAIfl ATTORiVEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, ~O DATE

~res~ca~, ~haria, l~rrd~i~ric~uaFly end As ~vcc~sor ~~n-
~nt~res~ to ~~alina~, 'Kris~ne Ashley, et al, vs County
~f dos Ang~le~, et al.
BC6~8685

Los Angeles Superior Covr#

January 5, '2017

Public V1lorks

~ ~47~,~

J~s~n P. Fowler
Parrrs Lew ~a~m
Richard K. Kudo
5~nior Deputy 'County ~~unsel
This case involves a fatali#y vehicle .collision that
occurred on January'14, 20'IS, ~nrhen ~ H~~undai
Genesis s~river~ tty ~~ter ~l~es ~G~►v~r~ #r~~itag ~r~
southbound ~~rand ~ver~~ae brflads:i~J~d tt~s ~-idrada
~C~v~ dries, ~ ~I~cl~t iG~sfii~ae ~s~fe3► ~a~~as.
Ms. Salanas was making ~ ~e~# ~~r~ .fir~raa
Gcarfie~ Street ~r~t~ ~rt~hbo~and ~Gr~nd ~, ~.
NJs. Sali~a~ ~di~t1 ~a# ~rrrd~t s~xe. Tta~e
int~rse~tion is located in tl~e unincorporated area Hof
~'h~ ~Ca~an'ty. ~P`~~in are ~9eceden'Cs :rr~a~er ar+d
fafh~r, and each Maims to have suffered damages
as a result of the accident and their daughter's
~i~a#~. Qua t~ tip risfrs anti vn~ertaintiEs ~nf
litigati~r~, ~a fiia~l ar~d ~r+al s~ttaer~er~# .of the case as
v~rart~rrtezi.

$ 136,528

$ 25,28
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~:r~~cas, iVlarra, et ai.

~:~~rr~ar~P C~rr~c~iv~ A+~~i~n Plan

~ M

,~ ., ~r •

:;,~;:,~ •~1

,~ .,
The intent of this dorm is to assist depertnnents in writing a corrective action plan summary .for ~a#tachmerrt
in t~iE ~e~itl~a~nt ~~curraet~ts devse~o{~ed for ~~e ward ~fi ~~~ervisors ~and~or the ~ac,n~~ ~f ~L~o~ ,#n~e{~s
~CEafms $oard. ~"he surnr~ary should ~e a $p~ci~ic ~overv~ew ~f tMe ~cl~irns~Jtaws~rrts' ~dent~ied ~rrr~2 ~us~s
ar►d ~corr~ct~v~ ac~~bns {status, time frame, ~n~ t-e~pnn~sib{~ part~y~. ~'fiis summary does not nepl~c~ She
Corrective Action Plan form. if there is a questFon relaie~d to ~on~dentialitY, please consult County ~Ccaunsel.

Dade of ir~~~d~nt/ev~n~ ;; January '7 ~, ~D"1 ~

~~, ~ ~ - -~ - ~ ~Dn Januar~r ~~1, 2i~9 £ ~f ~i~3D {a~rn.., 2Q ;ve.~v-~ .Kfa~tu~ x~ :~1:~.!a~
descr'tpiion of the . and ~sassenger .~eiziy~n Sandoval were tr•~v~ling eastbound ion
a~ciden#/event: Cortez Street when ~lUls.. ~aTna~ -attempted to m~~ce a .left burn ~~o '~i~av~i

northbound ~n ~raru~ Avenue ~rnd v as struck by .Def~ndarat P~:ter.~arnes
Covert who was traveling southbDurad onGrand :Aarenue~ .~ :~ .rrsul~,

i J~4s. Salinas si.istaira~d ~a~l ~n}ur~s ~r~d ~Ms. ~SandDual ~~tatn~.d ~tv~re
{ ~~ injuries.

1. Briefly describe the .root causefs) of the claim/lawsuit:

According to the Traffic Collision Repor#, the collision occurred due to Peter James Covert`s negligence
in the operation ~of his vehicle by ~ri~it~g witMoui die ~ar~ and ~ai an unsafe speed, Thy ~I~llultidisci~x~inan~r
~cadenf ~nvest~gation Report indicated l~Ir. GQvert was driVir~g apprnximatel~ '84 mph ~mmed~a#ply
Before ~e collision ~fhe posted prima face ~pe~rl are Gr~rni Avetru~~is 4~ r~h). .A~dditi+or~ally, Allr. ~~Gove~ri
~1d~1~E~ IO 1DOkiTi~ t~0'Wt1 ~~ ~~S ~~8~~ phDft@ ~ ~18x~Tf7~IT1E "1N~'T~' ~h~ BEtJ~tflO~h ~1Bd 'StQj7p8d. When

~ 1~f. ~C~yer~ ~ook~d ~, ~~ save h1ls. S~irr~as' v~M~d~ ma#t~~g ~ eft m 7t~ ~`tx~nt •t~#him ~d was tenable ~o
~o~ ~~ bme, thus rr~~iciir~~ in~a N1s. ~i~ir~as' ~~ic]~. J

3~f. ~e~i dead no ~~test ~r~ a ~elai~n~ ~a~ ~~r~a~ ~.~de ~.,~.~ao~ ~', L ~~~ ~; ~rp'~i~ui~T .r~a~s'l~~s ter., s
~Eio.ny, and to a vlolatian of VEhicJe Code ~e~tior~s .731 ~3, ~(~a~ anti ~~~113~, ~re~iles~ ~av~ng ,~calisirx~
~eriflus ~nj~, a ~i~er~ear~or. Tt~e ~Cr~~# ~fluftd Cllr. ~Cavert ~g~t ltd ~r:bot~ ~cou~ ~a~ad tae v,~as ~~ad :I
to flr~e year in Pomflna Cfluniy Jail and 5 years of formal ,probaUor~. ~~

2_ ariefly describe recommended corrective actions:
~(J~clude ~acta ~cara~~ctdve ac~o~n. due date, r~espor~sibie party, and gray ~S'tsciplin~ ~aotimr•.s ~ff APP ~

• ~~sta~a ~ c~stcx~a ~UV'i-~~ s~g~ ~T-~~tersec~r~ ~a#~e~d) ~ ~~~h~e west she ~af ~~r~ar~d A; rue,
775 feet nor o~ Cortez Street ;

Jnsia~! a cus#om V~'~-70 sign ~T Intersection ~hea~i~ on the past side nfi Grand Avenue,
~~~ met sovt~ a~# ~Cr~rt~z ~~~~t.

1r~siali W'13-1 P(~~~ advisory ~pes~ plaque on the west side ,of Grand .A~re~~ue,
17~ fee# nflrth of Cortaz S#re~t

• Install iAl~ 3-'i P(~(3j advisory speed plaque ~on tMe west side of Grand Avenue,
X75 feet nDrih of Cortez Street

__ ~ The si ns were installed on May 9, 2019.. _ _
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County cf Los Angeles
S~mma+~,~ ~flrrective ~ts~ Pifat~

3 Ace: ti~te con*e~tn~e actrons. addr~essm~ d~epa~m.ent=vuide~ ~y~te~~ ~ssues'~

~" Yes -The co~cective actions. address depar~r~ent-w~de~ system iss~e~.

~.', I`~o -The corrective a+~cr~s ace. only applicable to tk~ a~fe~ti p~r'~r~s.

t~ame:r~~sf: Nla~emeni CoorunatQr,
hh~ehael J. i-~a}r~

~ignatUr~~

Gait ~
NamE ~ ~epartm2nt iic. a~

,~D~' t~llark Pestr~la

Signature . .'

J 1

Date:

~' Zo Za

~a~
8/2.7/2D

~h~e~ Ex~sce~sr~ Q~e disk lVlan~g~snent fc~sp~tor ~es~e~a}' EfS~ C.'IC

,Are the co~rect'rve actios~.s a~pfica64~ ter ocher departrr~~ w~~i~ the C~r~s?

Yes. die ~arre~tive ac~ioa~s poie~lra~y have ~:o~~nty= ice a e~a~"~~~.

~!a* ~e co~ctive acfiac~s aae a~pli~ab~e. o~y to f6'~s d~astr~er~.

tame: ;Risk 1~fanag~ment Inspeclor Generall
r

r

~lfN:psr
r .rr;,put;i-tSi~ G.FG7.f~,C:an~sa S Lil'.FRESG'~S SCAP ~"'
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